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ESTABL/SHMENT“ AND PUR poSE .
é' JINTRODUCTION:: PHSES IR i (OF WORKER CORRESPONDENT SYSTEMS

P
ar\
Lenin advocated the establishment and use of worker correspondent systems
b which
as instruments Bolshevik newspapers could maintain contact with the

masses and function as a soundingbogrd for their struggles and aspirations,.
Simultaneously, the work of producibg a paper--procuring information for it
in all parts of the country, with mass participation in this efforty-was seen
by Lenin as a means of developing a Party organizations

PBut the roles of a paper is not confined solely to the spreading

of ideas, to political education and to attracting political
allies, A paper is not merely a collsctive propagandist and
collective agitator, it is also a collective organiXer...With

the aid of, and around a paper, thers will automatically devel-

op an organiBation that will engage, not only in local activities,
but also in regular, general works it will teach its members
cardfully to watch politicel events, to estimate their importance
and their influence on the various sections of the population, and
to devise suitabls methods of influencling these events through the
revolutionary party."l\

I, Pre-Revolutionary Statusy The worker correspondents, popularly refergéd to-
< o

as the Yrabkors™ from the abbreviation of the Russian term, rabochiy korrespondent

| (worker correspondent), were in the pre-revolutionary period in Russia, Party

or non-Party workers who wrmbmzkexexfmmmearixk submitted to Bolshevik publications
As shown in Lenin's writings,

accounts of their daily struggle for livelihood. [t was the Bolshevik plan to
develop as many of'these correspondents as possible, and gradually to transform
them into active organizers for their movement. Thus)they were to function not

only as sources of information 6n which to base the Party's propaganda and political

policy, but also as essential parts of th: core around which would develop a Com~-

munist organization.

B e - ——
- . t

1V I, Lenin, Sel ‘ . .
2913), 11, 21, 2 ected Works (New York: Internstional Publishers, Inc.,
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Prior to the establishment of a Communist regime, the worker correspondentx

system has been a.n overt development which was part of the Communist

Party's attempt to improve the quality and extent of the new%overage of its

principal newspapers. In some areas, however,l it is known that the systém has
functioned as a vehicle or instrument for clandestine operations of the Party
or of a Soviet intelligence service. R In two countries at present procedures

are reported to be in effect whereby the systems & be exploited for illegal
work3 in both of these instances, workers have heen assigned numbers which Xxx
they can use as substitutes for their signatures; their reporting must be com-
;Srehensive and cover facts which may involve investigation. Revelations made by
a defector of the French Communist Party who worked in the rabkor office attached
to Humanite in the late X932 l920's’as well as other cases of that period which
have been exposed by French security authorities, very well illustrate that the
rabkor system, as it was operated in France, facilitated Sovhet intelligence

operations in that country.
The fact that the worker correspondent systems were Xmkx initially ddsigned

to extend into the miliary services of the non-Communist nations is shown in an

i early Comintern article entitled, "The Forthcoming All-Russian Congress of Worker
Correspondents," in which it is stated: "The worker correspondence movement is

as yet in its infancy abroad, and nothing is as yet known about village and

.2

military correspondents.”

= . Post-Revolutionary Statusy ~Following the establishment of a Communist =x
& or people's
regime, the worker/correspondents have served in another important capacity:

both in the Soviet Union following the Bolshevik Revolution, and in atX least

78002440028,

Bulletln of the Comintern. 7 Insubseque EQootno ég’,‘
Correspondence\will be abbreviated to‘"Inprecof"
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one of the Satellite states, the worker correspondents have been developed as

additional systems of control over the population--in Communist jargon, as "the

eyes and ears of the Partyhg reporting on all manifestations‘of activity hostile
to the regime.

Thus, like all other elements of the Communist movement, the worker corress
pondents ha%e been developed &=x& so that they both legally and illegally serve

the advancement of the Communist cause. The correspondent system has been designed

@) .
to support overtly: (%) the agitation-propaganda program of a Communist Party
(W)
(or Commnist-dominated trade union); (8) the development of the Party's organiza-

() - ‘
tiom;  and (3) the security services after the establishment of a Communist regime.

a7 ~
s Covertly or illegally, the worker correspondent system has served as a means of

K " spotting and developing intelligence agents and as a.nx way of procuring informa-
tion which has sometimes been considered confidential by the local, non-Communist
government; such informaﬁion has sometimes been passed by those administering
the worker correspondent program to a Soviet intelligence service. Certain of_
the worker correspondents have supplied information on an unwitting basis directly

to a deep-cover Soviet agent who represented himself as kekogzarkyx a Party

functionary. In other instances, the correspondents have been developed to the

| point where they worked wittingly and were EX eventually recruited and trained

to act as professional intelligence agents.
| At the present time great emphasis zg is given to the development of the
worker correspondent systems appended to international or national trade union
publications., Soviet leaders at WFTU headquarters appear to be partieularly
anxious to develop‘the worker correspondent systems within the trade union

internationals (professional trade departments) of the WFTU,

Y- i
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21 Purposes of a Communist Newspaper. Since the role of the worker correspondent

figured in the four prinecipal purposes of kkm a Communist newspaper, it may be

well to establish these clearly in thought as they were conceived by Lenins
H : [« Y
i fi&\ To propagate Communist doctrine, the Party publigation wag to carry on

systematically and extensively sound propaganda and agitation--tthe principal and

constant duty of all Communists.” The worker correspondent who was also a member

. of the Party was under this universal obligation to carry on agitation-propaganda

; amoéi%éis co-workers,

! (2) To educate and train the Party workerj; the press was, according to Lenin,
KR E a means of broadening the perspective and experience of the Party worker who was
n ;
{ : almost invariably involved in purely local Party work. . In widening his horizon,

5 the paper would in turn "affect the conspiratorial skill" of the individual worker.

The worker correspondent, more interested in the paper than a casual reader would

be because of his aective participation in its production, would,therefore, to an

| even greater extent, be taught by it, and his "conspiratorial skill" would corres-

% pondingly be affected.
H ¢ \
(3) To expose the abuses of the capitalist regimey a Communist newspaper

. mast expose economic and political evils andwgith these exposures, "fertilize the
B .

? revolutionary movement of the proletariat." Here the worker correspondent was
f to play an extremely important role by exposing economic, labor,and political
- abuses in his locality.

Ar
t4), To develop an organizationy the work involved in the writing, production

| and distribution of a paper would automatically develop an organization required
ki for this regular work. The worker correspondent—-the individual worker reporting

from all parts of the country--and the printers, editors, distributors, etc.,
|
i working on the paper, were to form the embryonic orgzanization which would eventually

| W2 zemingxugx|gelected Works,| Vedume IT, V. I. Len'in,(l.pp) 19-22.
Sanitized - , elease : CIA-RDP78-00913R000300240004-8 @
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develop into a vast "political“\:,'organization. As expressed by Lenins:

"The mere technical problem of procuring a regular supply
of material for the newspaper and its regular distribution
will make it necessary to create a network of agenis of a
united party...This network of agents will form the skele-
ton of the organization we need...'

. Sanitized - Approved For R‘?ﬁse : CIA-RDP78-00915R000300240004-8

Elsewhere in his discussions of the Party press, Lenin emphasized the dependence
of the press upon the individual worker-reporter in all parts of RussiﬁJas a

means of unifying and strengthening the power of the working class and the revolu~
tionary partys

"...and we are obliged to encourage gvery One to send us information

concerning even the most common facts in the hope that this will
increase the number of our zmxx contributors in this field and
will train us all at least to select the really most outstanding

facts...unless we collect it (material) from all _parts of Russia
we will have very little to train upon at all,"

‘leeLenin, Selected orks, Yokwme II, pp. 21-22 e ———
2451003160ted orks of V. I. Lenin, ¥orume—T% \{The Iskra Periodj 1900‘1902Qa]

I, s

{27
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L‘Pravda\ Conceived as a "daily mass political newspaper designed for the

)the daily paper of the Bolshevik

Partx,in every issue (according to the History of the Communist Party of the

broadest sections of the workers," Pravda

Soviet Union (B.)) set.i forth "dozens of letters from workers describing their

life, the savage exploitation and the various forms of oppression and humiliaizion
3,
they suffered at the hands of the capitalists, their managers and foremen,"

The oraanlzatlonul wor‘k accomollshed by Pravda among ‘the worker correspondents
is peinkestzxm given special mention in the same official history of the Soviet \

Party which st-tes that in one year alone Pravda printed over 11,000 letters

M from workers.
b

?\ "But it wasanot only by letters The Pravda maintained contact with
the workingtlass masses. Numbers of workers from the factories
visited the editorial office every day. In the Pravda editorial

office was concentrated a large share of the organizational work
of the Party.

By December 1924, the worker correspondents in the Soviet Union were "an army
|

100,000 strong...keeping watch over the inkerests of the working class." They

£5Ti7¢5
 were described as stirring up public opinion and exposing all;\yré;,-éz: of the

i old capitalist order \x(which the Party admitted were still numerous). Ths

j N 3.5
; Party xﬁ;;{/descrlbed as. appre01at1ve of the worker corresoonden't's movement .

By the end of 1921;-—m azter the establishment of the Soviet Unilon--the
(o
worker correspondents were emss((nd utilized as instruments for (%) tdy/? Bolshe-

vization of the Communist Party znd %\3\) reporting on the adversaries of the

i Communist regime. With respect to Bolshevization of the Party, Zkmm Zinoview
\\' reported:

*. & History of the Communist Party of the Soviet. Union (B.) pp. 149-154,

2! Ibid. T,
g,k Inprecor, Volume—k, No. 82, 4 December 1924 -
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nave r ct vh workers' corresnon re £ into I arty
@3
oxﬂanlvers'“ . e
AN
An article in the Comintern bulletifvof / December 192/ entitled, "The

indicates
Forthcoming 1ll-uu551an Congress of lorkers! Corresoondents" shWwizxikexeredanee
the SQV|€T Oﬂ\ﬁl"ﬁ

ﬁkﬂﬂ7resnect with which the workerg® corresvonderts were regarded DJ\KFETTKHH!!F

"Tt is but natural that the Party and all Soviet institutions should pay attentien
/
oM

to the voice of the workers' correspondents." These people had proven their

; value as an zadditional police service for the new Soviet zovernment:

! "Prosecuting maslstrates accept the informaticr supplied by workers!
correspondents and institute immediate investizations. Zxperience
has shown thot the number of unfounded statements in workers!
correspondents' letters is decreasing daily. At one of the confer-—
ences, the representitive of the mrosecublnn mavlotr*tps' office
declared that 907 of the workers' correspondents’ communications on xk
the strength of which investigations were instituted were absolute
facts and were instrumental in necessary measures beirg taken and =
an end beirg put to the abuses. As it hp to be expected, workers'
correspondenits hove many enemles.“"' N ‘

ﬁlmnq;zﬁﬁﬂﬂxﬁxsmzxaxExtmzthanakknnzﬂgmmzim:ﬂaxﬂnm&mzsz
¢, Present Interest in Expahsion of Rabkors System in the Soviet Uniong//The

\l

Apr:Ll 1955 issue of Communist, monthly publication of the Communist Party of the, nis

(A

au&z L
' M. Strepukhov,entitled, "Powerful Instrument for Mobilization of Masses to Fulf

l Party and "Government Decisions®s The article explains that the worker and peasant

correspondent systems continue to have an indispensable function in order that
. the Soviet press may retain its "genuine national character" in its portrayal
of the "varied life of the Soviet peoplé®q The following passdges, pertinent

to the question of worker correspondents, are quoted verbatim from the transla- -

I

"hq Inprecor, Voi:mne—-k., No. 82, 4 December 19247 ‘

3. ” Ibid. In the present period, worker or people's correspondents of the
Satellite People 8 Democr:acies;~ appear to have a mission similar to their

\L_‘:/
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Soviet coun terparts of the early 1920'3.
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tion of this article:

#The Soviet people are always willing to share their experience and their
knowledge., The worker and peasant correspondents are'the aktiv of our
press, its militant army. They are the links which conneet the press
with the broad masses of the workers, Life confirms that a pithy news-
paper is published by those editorial staffs which have a ramified net-
work of worker and peasant correspondents and listen carefully to their
voices. It is a mistaken idea that the worker and peasant correspondent
movembnt must be curtailed at the present time. On the contrary, in our
time the worker and peasant correspondent movement must not only hot be
1iquidated but must receive greater expansion, The raising of the
cultural level of the Soviet people, their political and productive
activities create the most beneficial conditions for an increase in the

worker and peasant correspondent movement.

"The energies of the newspapers and magazines must wage war against the
phenomena of bureaucracy and must be concerned with giving full scope
.~ to the creative initiative worker<fpeasant correspondence and must
‘ systematically publish the letters written by workers,

"The workers see their interests expressed in the newspapers and magazines.
Tt is natural that they write to the editors regarding the most varied
questions in which they are vitally interested and which concern the
common (public, social) and state business. In the past year, the cen~
tral newspapers received more than a million letters from their readers,
The fact that hundreds of thousands of people write letters to the news-
papers and magazines indicates the genuine national character of our press
and its high, pm& public (social, etc.) authority. Those newspapers
which do notpublish the letters received from the workers are making a
mistake, For example, last year'“Izvestid“ received 35,945 letters and
published only 805,whereas the newspaper ™griculture® received 42,189
letters and used only 2,579 of these.

v
NSome of our editorial staffs have a bad habit of mechanically forwarding

the letters received from their readers to different departments and then
sending a formal-bureaucratic answer to its authors. Such practices can
be observed in numerous papers. Such practices also weaken the contact
of the newspaper with the aktiv and with the readers.

#The letters received from the workers are a living source which feeds

our newspapers and magazines giving them the possibility of expressing
the varied life of the Soviet people more fully and more clearly.”

—
te.
3, Translated article from Communist, No. 6, April 1955.

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R0i0§gp,2140 "
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It is to be noted that there is no mention.here of the worker correspond-

ents as a kind of police force for the Soviet authorities. Apparently;they

have outgrown their usefulness for this service. Rather, they are regarded
as a militant propaganda force appended to the press, a source of information
82 on topics of live interest to the Soviet people, and a means for the press
to kesp in close touch with the masses--& to ascertain their interests and

problems. The material submitted by the worker corrdspondents 1s seen as one

way of combatting stultified bureaucratic w emissions.

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R00030024?09,04; >
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3, Comintern Use of Worker Correspondents. The Comintern bulletin, Ingrecor,

of 4 December 192hlcarried the following notice:

"Under the above heading, ‘Workers!' CorrespondenceV we shall
from time to time publish letters from Russian workers, deal- -
irg with life and conditions of work, etc., in the Soviet Union
from the direct point of view of the worker in the factory and
workshop "

A survey aef all available issues -efeawsidmibds imewes between the yedrs 1924 and

: 1938 shows that only three letterd were subsequently published in the wbrkerg

: Y

. Correspondence column: one from a Soviet solflier, one from a Soviet factory
NFEN

I\

; worker,and a third from a Soviet youth who signed his letter as, "Youth Corres-

é pondent of the paper, "The Young Leninitéug Moscowene" All three letters were
"pureiy propaganda pileces written in praise of the accomplishments of the Soviet
Union. UNo correspordence from mworkers of other countries everj appeared in
the Ingrecoﬁ‘ﬂérkeniCorrespondence"columns. |

Articles discussing the subject of worker correspondents did appear, how-

| ever, in Inprecor, apparently written by Comintern or Communist Party functionaries,

| thoss ok’
‘#*ll uﬂhigilh indicated that the development of the correspondcnce systems in the

national sections was considered an essential step. An Inprecor article of
———— .

9 April 1925 shows that the Comintern regarded the development of these systems
j .
| essential to the recruitment program of the international Communist movement:
|
: "The real purport of the extensive Worker €orrespondent
movement now being called into life is to bring wide
masses of the workers into the ranks of the Party, and (/%
to make these into conscious and active Party members,"

A resclution adopted by the First Conference of Whrker; Qorrespondents of the

' 'g*?-- 5 Lenm.s S
_ 22 January 1925. It is largely an echo of/%tatem nts eoddipwam.of the pxm pur-
' alea
poses of the worker correspondents. It concisely <wpe—dows the principal

{ L34 Smoljansky, "The International Conference of the Communist Press,®
Sﬁﬂi@é@fi‘ WAPMP\E@Q EOA'pRﬂeB% CIA-RDP78-00915R000300240004-8
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P
iactivity of the worker correspondent which/géﬁﬁkﬁkgqp consists mainly of

"reporting as to conditions in work places, on the life of the working people

1

cand on the bourgeois State." The resolution emphasises the role which the

- worker correspondent &h play during election campaizns, It urges the

_establishment of connections with the worker correspondents of the Soviet Union

PRy

Y- o g
. asvof "extreme importancéﬂc\ The depree of successf%his undertaking'pgﬁ’is not

' known.,

Mok,
=\

9
An Ingrecor,artfgge of/April 1925 discu%sed newspapers published by several
w5

'of the national sections of the Comintern. ¥m As a means of correcting their

- weaknesses, the mwmxk development of worker correspordermps systems was offered as

a universal panééea. The author recommended to the Minority Movement of England

' the dstablishment of a worker correspondents system as a prelude to the founding

publication of

. of a daily mass newspaper, In speaking of the/Communist movement in the United

: the Daily ‘orker, 4/
States, /sRexaukbrrxbRzx Smokjxnskyyxwxekdx andlthe way by which it might be con-

%verted to a mass newspaper,(Egi‘i?tho€$¥G. Smoljanskyﬁ}yrote: "The organization

Eof a Worker Correspondent movement is one of the fir-t tasks imperative for this

- newspaper,"

Reports from worker correspondents published in Unita, the Italian publica-
tbecausc: e, '

tion, were critieized - zthe impression of having been written in the

bl
editor's btudybbadzgémaiv¢ng no light upon the life and interests of the work-

shop and factory, but referr:n; extlusively to the opinion of the respective
worker on questlonsuunder discussion by the Party}"or othier abstract stbjects."
» 5 A
Humanité, ¥ the French Communist Party, was mentioned fagorably as the
only Communist publication outside the Soviet Union which had attained a cir-

culation of 200,000,rmpiEs but it was criticized for devoting very little space

to letters (rom workers.
-

Sanitied <AppEaves, F%aeiﬁammmmmmmwmmm&ms"

Inprecor, V, No. 2949 April 1925,

L)
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Aﬁ’Inprecor article'ofEQ April 1925 stressed the fact that worker corres-
pondents should be recruited among non-party workers. It criticized the

Rote Fahne resolution for containing no provision which indaced non-party worker

correspondeﬂggé to contribute to that publication. The author noted that in

' ghe very elementary stage of the development of the worker correspondernt system,

correspondents
it mmms was to be expected that the ma jority of them/would be Party members.

would
But the worker correspondents' movement shmukd, in the opinion of the Comintepn

writer, "sever itself from jts chief sphere of utility were it not to aim at

_inducing precisely the unorganized workers to x take part in the movement@q He

i strongly urged that the non-partisan worker be given the opportunity to express

his wishes in the Qommunist press.

This article azim also stresses the close ties which should exist between
daily
the Communist Party's official/newspaper and the factory newspapers, The former

should assist not only with material and technicxal support, but "uninterrupted
organizatory contact must be maintained between the editorial staffs of the com-

munist daily press and the w?iyer:editors of the factory newspapers of the corres-
T -

~ ponding town or district.,"

Frxeupmaxy With regard to Comintern interest in worker correspondents, it

may be stated in summary that the Comintern)ihrnugh its bulletin)issued instructions

. for the formation of corps of worker correspondents within national Communist

serve Lo

Parties, who would/keep ithe Party in touch with the masses of the worﬁ%§§;xnhniﬂ

" by reporting on conditioni’jgd events in the workers' Xxxe daily life,

nould
gunction as an organizatioﬁ’and recruitment aid. One statement appearing in a

Comintern bulletin shows that the correspondents were to be recruited from the

towns and villages snd from armed forces personnel., Space was provided in its

bulletin for a Ximkk very limited number of comunications from Soviet workers.

———

SanitizekbxApaved Fer mmusamnopm-beshéwwGﬂd&&:a
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After this 1n1t1alvinterest in the suHJecg/on the part of the Comintern, there
is no further manifestation of it. An artivle in Inprecor of ll January 1936,

‘L*bg, for example, which reviews the achievements of the London Dally Worker over a

<

—T\ six-year period, makes ro mention of & worker correspondents, It may be more
Comintern

than coincidence that/interest in the worker correspondents movement ceased

shortly after Lenin's death. ZXkm Articles in Inprecors about Bolshevization

of the press and the development of the raonrs gave mayxkmxa place to articles

v}
' more ® directly concegéd with national and international politice.

Q.  CXEXKKCKKRXERRIR RICRKKER L
EEEI; AN TLLUSTRATION OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE USE OF THE RABKORS (FRANCW),
RENAISSANCE OF HUMANITE RABKORS

Apparently no formal organization Ra providing for the collection and

)c.‘

'

collation of worker reporting was set up within Humanite offices until June
or July 1928. A detalled account of the functioning of the rabkor servicEJas
it was first operated in Fr&ncq)fortunately has been provided by a former
member of the French Commurist Party who was employed in the rabkor office of

Humanité. The story of his experiences during this period & is reproduced here,

Concerning the illegal use which was made of the rabkor system in France, )

Faxet iz heX np s Aobineey
%ill be noted\t"rm‘e-i
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¢ vEm*nRe,leaﬁebeGﬁAr&DPF&-OQQﬂ&RQO&i&OOMﬁQG%Sd by
| worker correspondents to Humanite through a contact (liaison agent) in the
French Commurist Party Secretariat. By approximately June or July 1929, how-

. ever, Soviet IS had decided that some of the contributors had shown aptitude

as potential intelligence agents--presumably because of observationx skills

1@ showl#, or because their letters #X indicated they had access to senei-

tive informaticn. Therefore, direct contact awith 'the Kabfors service as madé \

in order to explolt it more effectively for penetratlor and receuitment

Tt MM@ 2 effective cover
gungor R ,\ﬁmxxﬁﬁzn xrezRonerzibiek Humanitd rab‘éprs service provided /i

L A —"f'“f’f"” W /Y d'eu.d /f.z/fafq, S LS 12

— o — =tpr viorker correspondents who

2. M"Paul"--a~parently an operatlve of a profess:.on 11 30v1et intelligence

‘network in France--had several contacts in the French Commurist Party, begljg
s 4oy PIVIVES .
EMits highest level, the Secretariat, andfdown throu?h Polonal S et

. functionaries of much lower rank. These contacts provided assistance with the

recruitment of agents, information procurement and other intelligence support.

i
“—T_ »”
AN, T - oo
3 A;’Ebe French Cozmunl t PartJ memberl/flr'st in char~e of the ‘gubkors
ot bt Tl Tl

officefwas replaced by another Party activist who aIsc eameed Ooviet 4 sa
T '\7 . o .
W,’ The reason for the g replacement of the former is not

clear; possibly his potentialities for clandestine work had been noted

ZSLS the account indicates)

by the Soviet service concerned and #% 154 decided to zive him further
SERVICe
trairing in espionage in the Soviet Union. Possibly Liogisr (by whom |
Jean was replaced) was more widely known as a Party activist and could
continue to work for Soviet intelligence 996%- effectively from a Party s
&
*’

more

position,
~—
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L[,y Although in its general outward form--public nm@ces nergorinted to
sol}mlt workers to write to the paper--the worker correspondants system \
was an overt procedure, the exploitation of it for intellizence purposes
recuired standard clandestine techniques—-use of numerical code for signa-~
tures, § camouflaged listing of the correspondents, disguised methods of
approach to correspondents in recuesting information sete,

ng‘ 5. Special campaigns initiated by the Condnteer\VJere advantageously used

CK j by Humanite to extend the system and to carry out “intensively the information
collecticn program; e.g., the Comintern declaration of an internsatibnal day

covidid the
against wax war in l929(;@¢e’occa31on for & publication of denouncements %

agadinsd war preparations .,-:’-5_—-;..,75..-_---- mw..in letters from workers.
6. The system did not rély solely on the coverage provided in the

workers! letters; it initiated cuestionnaires asking for detailed, specific

information about the number of workers in the factories, whether or not the
work being done was of military nature, etc. Thus/ two technicues which have

veen exploited in the post Morld Jar IT period were initiated in the 1920's:

&
tay Reapfmg of intelligence informationgbiirough the establish-
ment of special 'peace" dayi via the worker copespondents system; )

b | — ks
. ®) Mse of special cuestionanires to mt thiteit information which, \

in its collated form, constitutes intelligence information.

7. The intellizence prod uct of tha rab or syst.emlw Humanite
Lo Ksils -

Colum,sSnon
was considersd of such LﬂLDOI"%thut a speclal commsbewme of six Party functlonarles

: B one of them of Secretariat status, was set up to exploit the information,
U fperc submllidfde _ meposwhaidbod—gr
i The Tollowing paragraphs/g4xe \thé" personal skm account of a former member

et . s

' of the French Communist Party. . The paragraph headings (except for those

‘which were abbreviated in the orlglnal and underscoring of significant statements,

/ .?included wifhih‘éubﬁé.'fibﬁ harké), footnotes s translated titles of organizations /

have been added to the original account to facilitate reading and understanding. Q"
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' ;Establishment of a Rabkors Office at Humanite

"In June or July 1928, the French Communist Party Secretariat at Comin-
tern instigation set about organizing a Rabkors--or worker correspondent—-
system which would hinge from Humanite. It was to be set up under the direction
of a member of the Central Agit-Prop Committee (Andre Raymond) who left the
.Communist Party about 1930.

"He was installed in an office‘in the Humanite building with a staff of
hls own--two professional Party workers and a stanographer. A special staff
was considered justifiable because of the hostility of Humanite editorial
staff to have to use material sﬁbmitted by readers and to develop correspondence
with workers. For professional self-defense reasons, Humanite writers feared

being reptaced by workers who had become correspondents--since in some respects
the journalists were looked upon as being bourgeois elements. Actually it was

~
(g Comintern idea to use the m correspondence system to develop newspaper writepg)

of proletarian origin--although this was not Moscow's sole aim, .
"First Phase. The rabkors are therefore a creation of Moscow. The Comin-
tern had moreover created an international bureau of worker correspondents.,

over it was provided
Its center was in Moscow and Xkx direction/masxsxassross by the editor-in-chief

of the Soviet publication, Troud.
"The objective of the inxternational bureau was:
-~to direct the networks of worker correspondents
--to permeaté the Party press in diverse countries with worker and
peasant grievences
~-=to organize the exchange of correspondence between workers and peasants
of the Soviet Union and French worker and peasant correspondents.{/

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000300240004-8
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Method of Operating and Communication Techniques

"The French organization began to function as soon as it was set up.
Workers were urged to write in for this new column put at their disposal
telling of their experiences in the factories, offices, etc. Internal
Party circulars were distributed among the cells pointing out the necessity of
participating in the rabkors program and encouraging Party members to write,
As soon as the letters were received, the writérs were indexed and assigned
a number. All communicatlions were answered--~interesting or otherwise. In each
reply, it was pointed out to the correspondent that henceforth it was not

necessary to sign letters with his name, but with the number which had been

assigned to him which would avoid any possible repression. Also, where nec-

essary, further details were asked about the information the correspondent
had contiibuted, and his reporting was turned toward subjects in which the
Party was interested--particularly those useful for its agitation-propaganda
program of the moment.q

Maintenance of Rabkors Persormel Records

"The stenographer who had charge of the card index did not retain it. The

card index was kept in two notebooks:
(a) a notebook where the names were placed in alphabetical order

(b) a notebook where the names were listed in numerical order according
to the numbers assigned to the correspondents. The notebooks offered
the most practical possibility for camouflage. They were never kept

at Humanite, For months at a time the notebooks were stored in the

printing plant of Dangon, 123 rue Montmartre, without the knowledge

i
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. of the plant management, A Humanite printer took charge of the

tcachel

"For a certain nmumber of months the correspondents' letters were utilized only
in the special page for the worker correspondents which appeared once a week and in
{ )
the column of the MWorkers' Front.® The other departments of the paper refused to.

\
use information furnished by the correspondents:

///agrrespondenCe Routed to the Seecretariat.

"Only letters having ‘special interest or requiring verification through Party
efforts were sent to the Party secretariat. On these occasions the names of the
correspondents were not given, except in a very special case., In any case, the
correspondents were never put into contact with lower party units--cells, sections,

etc., These units were only asked to verify the truth of the information submitted

\\
Y
by the correspondents and to transmit to the secretariat the result of this checking,

Comintern "Peace" Campaign

nSecond Phase. When the Comintern had decided to establish an international day

against war--that of 1 August 1929--the order was transmitted by the secretariat
of the Party to all Party units—including the rabkors, to slant all their work

toward the founding of this day. The correspondents received the order to prepare

several special pages of Humanite where preparations for war would be denounced.\\

Questionnaires Sent to Worker Correspondents

| "4 very detailed circular with an important questionnaire was sent to all the
correspondents. It specified that all details, even the most im minute, must be
mentioned, It again stressed that the correspondence should relate the facts to

the particular situation of the factory or of the locality. The questionnaire

TS
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\“a. the name and address of the enterprisej; the number of workers; of

women and young peéplé employed; the work done; the military character—i o
istics of the work; the progress of the ordersfipeasures taken by the :
management to insure its products; the destiné;ion of the orders; the
methods of transport, ete. Railway worker correspondents were asked to
report about military supply shipments, their importancej about transports
of troops, supplies, etc. |

™b, salaries for each category, morale of the staff and the workers; their
affiliation to political groups, etec.

A . to establish claims which would be the most popular (salaries, security,
hygiene, worker delegates, cantines, etc.)

wd, all local information which could be exploited to show military
preparation, material or psychological in their city or town.

Numerous letters were received by Humanite which published several effective pages
‘sbout preparations for war and about the importance of én international day for

]
1 August 1929,

Direct Contact between Soviet Intelligence and the Humsnite Rabkors

"It was aboﬁt this time-~June or g;ly 1929~-when the rabkoﬁ% service of the
French Communist Party was contacted by the illegal apparat.h " This was done in
the following manner: A former functionary of the Jeunesses Communistes {Communist
Youth), expelled from the Party for two years and who had become secretary to a mm
socialist deputy, came to find the R@bkors service at Humanite. He asked one of the
administrators of the'Rgbkors whom he had known for six years, to meet an important

person who wished to see him, The rabkors man--whom we shall call Jean--was sur-

prised by this proposal and refused to agree to the mm meeting which looked suspicious

1& _The former French Communist apparently uses the term, "illegal apparat®

thsmm{edﬂ%mvéc#w#émetoemﬂwmm$5Reeoi:ma2me8 @

service,
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to him., The visitor then asked that he check with the functionary at Party head-

quarters, 120 rue Lafayette, who was responsible for trade umion questions--a man
named Caralp, who directed Party trade union fractions in the CGT (Confederation IT)
Generale du Travail) and in the CGTU (Confederation Generale du Travail Unitaire):h
"The h@bkors functionary saw Caralp who confirmed what his visitor had said, and
requested him to have the meeting becauée it was a question of a delegate from
Moseow., The meeting was held; the persoqjgean met was introduced fo him as Paul,
The meeting took place in a small cafe in the Observatory quarter.
"Paul explained that in Moscow they had been interested in the campalgn which

kL
denounced imperialist preparations for an anti-Soviet wag and he asked for details

about the correspondents and the functioning of the service. Other meetings took
place between Jean and Paul. These were held at a fixed date, for eiample, every
Tuesday at 9 a.n. In case of the abmence of one of them, the meeting was postponed
to the next day, the same hour. If one of the two was not present, the first
rendez~vous was valid for the same day, same hour the following week, until the
contact was reestablished. This arrangement had been considered necessary in view
of the possible absences of Paul. The meetings were held in the most diverse loca-
tions: Buttes Chaumont, Cimetiere du Pere-Lachaise, Musee de 1'Indochine, rus de
la Boetie, Parc Monceau, Square de la Pepiniere..... Each place was designated at

W

the time of the last meeting and was known only to Jean and Paul.

Soviet Intelligence-~French Communist Party Secretabiat Liaison

wAs a rule, Jean submitted to the Secretariat of the Party letters of the corres-
pondents. Paul knew about these through the Secretariat with which he had liaison,

He then requested that Jean either contact the correspondents directly or that Jean

1.8 ﬁae&%@s— ArRipved£QeiRRelease +Elk-RDPT ‘ (S
- 00916R0 tgele " LY
from the €CT in 1922, but merged with CGT again &i-n 1935. D030624000448° gﬁ
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furpish him with the addresses so that he could contact them. When Jean was

assigned to make contact and to arrange a rendez-vous with Paul, it was agreed

that the correspondent drop out of the habkors circuit. His name was maintained
I\

however in the card index.

Remuneration for Worker Correspondents

"Oﬁly transportation expenses for Jean and the correspondents were paid by Paul.,
Jean, already a salaried employee of Humanite never accepted a centime of remunera-

tion, considering that the assistance which he gave in this manner against war and
for the defense of the Soviet Union was normal for a militant Commnist., Paul tried

however to give him presents on several occasions, but these were never accepted)\

Other Party Contacts of Paul

"Besides Caralp, no.one at Party headquarters knew about the liaison Paul-Jean,
but the latter kmew that Paul was in contact with several Party functionaries. Paul

< >
worked especially with the director of the page of the WFront Social¥ at Humanite.
Paul had known this man since the war of 1914-1918 when both of them were in Switzer-

land. Paul lived in the Leysin region.

mPaul was in contact with Marthe Potosniak, political organizer for the second
section of the Party (20th, 11th districts of Paris)., On at least one occasion she
was'assigned to find temporary lodgings for Paul. She sent him to the home of a
Party member who at that time lived on the Boulevard Richard Lenoir. Paul worked
also with Laetitia Reynaud, wife of Henri Reynaud, present director of the Communist
CGT. Laetitia Reynaud recruited agents for Paul.M

The Secretariat Chooses a Rabkors Delegate to Travel to Moscow

nThird Phase. A trip to Moscow for worker correspondents had been planned where

they were to be put into contact with Russianﬁhabkors.‘ The habkors service of
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Humanite had chosen some of its best correspondents for this trip. The Party

Seeretariat informed Jean that it desired that a\Rabkors chosen by the Secretariat

be included in the delegation. This was obviously an order,which was carried out.

The'h@bkors chosen by the S%%retariat was called Philippe Liogier, a metal worker
™ .
originally from the Loire. He went to Moscow for a very short visit and, soon after

: i\
his return to France, was assigned by the Secretariat to the Humanite‘%abkors service,

Establishment of the "Commission of Six Members"

1A short time after Liogier entered this'service, Paul informed Jean that the

Party Secretariat intended to create a commission of six members which would be
assigned to collect all correspondence pertaining to war preparations and to mili-
26
B

tary matters. He considered this step a mistake (here, it was a question of a xm
commission which included among its members, Duclos, Liogier,and Bir).
"Paul forbade Jean to have contact with the Party Secretariat and to participate

in the work of the commission. dJean was not to know what it was doing; he was per-

suaded that that would come to a bad end. The Party Secretariat appointed Liogier as
responsible for theYQabkors service, to ensure the work and the liaison with the
commission.

nTt is to be noted that Paul did not disassociate himself from the work of the

commission, since Bir took part in it. This third phase of the work of the Rabkors
proves that Liogier must have been a member of the apparat for a long time. It was
without doubt upon the order of the apparat that the Party Secretariat designated
him for the trip to MOSGOW'igmthe place of an excellent militant of long standing.
Tt was again on the order of the apparat that Liogier was designated to take over
the management of the'ﬁgbkors and Jean was transferred to another section of the

1 ; i H ribed as now
B tiinzgeipmégﬁm@,ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ?ﬁ'@ﬁﬁMiﬁﬁg RPN

i&QDThis‘;§_§Rparently the committee which is referred to later as the "little (E%ggg*
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Recruitment: Methods of Approach

"When Jean contacted a correspondent he presented himself if possible simply

as a Party member and did not use his title of Humanite editor except as it was
necessary. He never indicated that he was a functionary of the”&gbkors service,
When it was a questiom of a correspondent who was not a member of the Party, he
was obviously obliged to use his t%ée of journalist and the official.reason for
his visit was to obtain details on the facts supplied by the correspondent in his
letter to the paper.

"For members of the Party, Jean showed a letter of reference from Caralp, trade
union responsible of the Party. In every case, Jean had to obtain an account of the
exact situation of the correspondent, of the services that he could give to theA

paper, to the party and to the apparatus;

"The only problem explained to the correspondent was that of the struggle against

the anti-Soviet war. The workers' part in this consisted of furnishing a maximum
amount of accurate information on the material and ideological preparation for war,

It was necessary to convince and enlighten the population about the dangers of war

and about the thieats which were directed against the country of the workers, the

Soviet Union.

npccording to the importance of the correspondent, Jean was to explain the worth
of his work for peace; he had to convince him of the necessity of continuing his
information work. To facilitate this work and to avoid the postal service where
letters could get lost as well as suppreséed, a direct qontact was necessary--hence,
presentation to Paul, who subsequently kept the liaison with the correspondent,

"In principal, the correspondent accepted, for this method mx permitted him to

-
27
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operate without risk and to serve the cause of peace avoiding suppression from
employer or the government. He did not have the feeling of being dragged into
an espionage network, but more thét of playing a very important role in an
effectlve struggle against war.

"o a Party militant, the clandestine character of the work appeared immedistely,
but, a communist, he knew that illegal work was a necessity and he was happy to have

been chosen by the Party to serve in a dangerous post.“

Rabkors Work Procedures

nJean's work was done without the knowledge of the newspaper but under ikx cover
of it. As a general rule, Jean, after having finished his editorial work, took the
train in the evening, traveled during the night and returned the next day in the
afternoon to continue his task; or, he used his days of leave. No one could learn
that he had just made a trip into the country.

;("From 1928 to 1935, if not until later, the worker correspondents never had

Humanite correspondent cards nor press telegraphic cards. Jean did not have to
explain the reasons for which the correspondents had:to break contact with the news-

paper because from the beginning of the direct liaison between Paul and the corres-
pondent, the latter was convinced that he continued to serve the paper but that this
direct contact was only a way of additional security. It was Paul or his agents

who had to direct the work of the correspondents thus recruited; if necessary, they

had to explain the reasons why the correspondent had to become.politically inactive

in his locality. Investigations made on the correspondents were never carried out
by the‘ﬁabkors service, which did not have the means of doing this, but by the Party,

with the aid of the Paul-Caralp 1iaison or with the liaison, Paul-—Secretariat.q

i LF
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Soviet Intelligence-~French Communist Party Liaison\

"Compartmentalization. At least up to the time of the nomination of Duclos

as responsible for the liaison between the apparat and the members of the Party

(this period dates from the creation of the commission of six), the Party Secre~
tariat did not know about the relations between Jean and Paul, but it could not

kexg be ignorant of the fact that a number of things mx were escaping its control

at the very center of the Party.
: Paul'!s connections
"Among/ ki mEmkamkxasRxRauk with the Party, the contacts whlch eluded him are
1.2

not all knownj; nevertheless, it is necessary to point out: )
~~liaison between Paul and the chief of the worker column of Humanite
--liaison between Paul and Caralp
--liaison with a certain number of federation or section functionaries
(such as Laetitia Reynaud, Marthe Potosniak, etc.)
The appointment of Liogier as head of the‘Rebkors service must be considered

as a regularization of Secretariatigépparat relations, at least as far as the
R@bkors was concerned. This did not at all prevent the procedure whereby individual
contacts took place between Paul, his apparat and some militants of the Party who
felt themselves linkéd closer by work at the intermational lewvel than by internal
discipline of the French Communist Party.

"Jean practically stopped working for the apparat at the bejinning of 1931.
However, he saw Paul or his successoré from time to time (among these there was an
old militant of the generation of the m Bolshevik Party who weﬁt by the name of
tSenoryy, then avybung military attache of the Soviet Embassy who was called 'Andrdl,

During these rendez-vous the conversation pertained to politics, the Party's

'z“m?: 6 s&ntize&d%ﬁﬁmved ,Fdr‘mﬂ%féjj%m “KDP78:009 1‘5&0003&0246004-@
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activities, doctrinal questions, etc.‘\

Soviet Plans for the Training of French Nationals in the Soviet Union

BThe last rendez-vous with Paul took place several days before his arreast,
Paul had come to France with a special mission: to recruit three students for an
international revolutiohary school which trained specialists, Jean was one of the
three students chosen by Paul and he was to leave with him. Jean was advised that
the courses would last six monthsj; that during this period, he would be permitted
to have no contact with France or with his family; that when the course terminated,
he would undoubtedly be sent on a mission. According to Paul, it was Voroshilov
himself who supervised the work of the international school. The arrest of Paul

prevented the departure of the students from France, The identity of the other

students is not known., This international school had no comnection with the inter-

national Lenin School which trained Party cadres, nor with certain special schools
which were located in Moscow and to which were sent militants of the Communist Youth
like Gassiot, the leader of the anti-military apparat, in 1930, at Humanite (soldiers?

column) or Latour (cadre of the Paris region).

tInformation Furnished by the Rabkors. The sorting of the correspondence was

done at Humanite. Only certain letters having a specific interest were transmitted.

The forwarding was done by the newspaper's messenger with the address simply indi-

cated as: Secretariat of the Party. The messages were subsequently brought back
directly by Liogier. Among the letters transmitted wérelwolthinobites Xkxk

mm\

\ha. those which were of political or social interest. A part of a letter

might have been used by Humanite., The other part might serve the

agitation or the organization of the Party.

P
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special
letters of a/mmkimmxx interest which could not be used in the paper

but had to be controlled for use., Letters from correspondents from
large department stores were in this category; the newspaper administrators
prohibited the publication of letters which would risk the loss of

advertising for the newspaper.

letters pertaining to military information or about factories and the
production of war materiel (tfansport of materiel, railroad traffic,
arsenals, air bases, troop movemknts, military maneuvres, etc.) The
information was sent upon leaving Humanite to the Party Secregifiat,
by bicycle messenger, as we have indicated, then by Liogier.&\ They
lended in the serviece of Paul through the intermediary of the little

commission., :It was this little commission which had to use the corres-

"pondence and to make contact with the correspondents, Hence, the liaison

with the apparat was in the hands of three men: Duclos, Liogier and Bir.

1
The first two had direct im contacts; the third had been a member of the

apparat for a long time.

The importance of the presence of Duclos on the commission was that it
permitted covering with the name and the authority of the Secretariat,
the work of the apparat. Caralp was out of circulation following a very
serious illness which had necessitated a protracted sbsence., The apparat

therefore no longer had a guarantor for contact with Party members or

~$.2¢ This is a verbatim translation of the original text. Presumably it is meant
that the messages of import were taken to the office¥s of the Party Secretariat
by a Party courier and were subsequently returned to the bekors office by
Liogier himself,
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with the correspondents. The liaison and the authority of Duclos

N\
reestablished easier methods of work.

Duclos: A Soviet Intelligence Contact in the French Communist Party

nThe mission of Duclos had been designated by Moécow. Probably it was the
apparat of Berzin which had chosen Duclos, through the Comintern. It is not certain

that the other members of the political bureau of the Party knew in detail the role

-

of Duclos, but they knew that ﬁg was a member of the little commission responsible
for exploiting the information collected by the correspondents. Probably Duclos

originated the procedure whereby the deputies presented written questions to the

ministers about war preparations. Humanite then took up again the Journal Officiel,

publishing the questions, enlarging upon its platform of propaganda and agitation

in divalging the facts--under the cloak of the Journal Officiel--and thereby avoid-

ing lawsuits."
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%, During 1951)thore reportedly was a resurgence of interest in #rd the

redevelopment of the rabkord system. One anti-Communist observer in France

attributed the renaissance of the rabkory system in France to the fact that
X&»JL the Party had been losing key positions in the army, air corps, police,

-“ nationalized industries, etc.; and therefore recourse to the rag&orf aysten

was once again a necessity.
RERz
inxﬁmmﬂmhaxzk?ﬁaxak2aamextxng73fxtheXExdxxaizBaxaaixaf?xhx”Ranix

A2
\\;yrDecember 195%'aﬁ=; Seine Federation Communist Party meetlng; indré Stil,

worker
editor-in-chief of Humanlte, reportedly spoke about/corresnondentq,and stated

~ that as of that date they numbered 873; of this number, 522 had been rscruited
| in 1951,
: FCP
*%;ﬁlevember 1954, o meeting of the/Federal Bureau of Paris, the problem
of strengthening the network of correspondents was taken up again, . At this

{ time, 700 party members correspondents for the Paris area alone allegedly were

counted., The "Federal of+ ice" at this time (November 1954) gave orders to

perfect a network grouping 1200 correspondents (presumably in the Paris area),

of whom 821 would be in the factories, a number which would correspond# to the

number of local or factory cells.

e gy porcP T
5;;—;>me9t1ng of the Central Commlttee bn 13 hovamber 19”4, Party Secretary

b

S—— »vm-.w...m_«w
tlanne Fajong is quoted as having stateé)%hat Humanité had a number of uri-

gsalaried correspondents, "some 2500 all over the country in various fields of

endeavor, !
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If these figures are annroAlmJtelJ accurate, then the number of worker corres-

pondents appears to have increased threefold between the years 1951 and 1954,

‘/?' Subjects which the corresvondents have been encouraged to write about are anti-

military activity, war transports, and military communications. Letters which «\\
appear in the weekly column of Humanité for readers who arefailitary service

are possibly collated and processed by the Union de la Jeunesse Eebublicaine

de France (UJRF) which controls the associations of recruits (amicales de

conserits) set up in the Communist municipalities ‘and in the factories by the ~._

{
,‘

CGT trade union sections or the factory committees directed by the S=mmmuxx FCP. ™

Prominent Party functionaries who appeared to be involved in organizing

and/or exploiting the worker correspondents in the early 1950's werglha?cel
ISOC..,{A cof0

Servin, chﬁef of FCP Cadre Section,zm® Octave Rabate( a Humanlteaedlton)and

.. ! —
e Andre Marty. Servin was reported in December 1951 as reviewing all reports

from correspondents which pertained to armament production, military activities

or to anti-Gommunist personalities. Rabate reportedly was personally active

organizing worker correspondents in French portsse. One report names h:‘un‘,

m I - t

"chief of the correspondents of Humanlte. Larty was generally known as a mili-

tary expert of the French Communist Party; XmxakzXezsk he has also been accused

i S

of belng a Soviet intelligence agent (MGB)} in the French CBmmunist Party.

- It is mormxixtmomzpembxihak reasonable to assume that worker correspondents
1\ will disregard "bourgeois"-govermment classifications and will,therefore, in

{? reporting information to Party publications, include classified as well a8

L

Le—OFP=1455, 7 -January 1955- .. 29wl=105=17—
—2v—WFRA-10147,-18 -Decembur 1951.%”29-;,..1_2}1-—- o Sl o TalRlgpenn

'L}iiii &hzovﬁ&~7 /) 7:_5“””* qti"fﬂvm4‘4¢ Cn
—%M »
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;

1 unclassified information. The encouragement that the Cormunist Party gives to

worker correspondents to report comprehensively on all phases of activity in
their places of employment is indicated in enFCP-edited brochure issued after
a lecture given by Andre StilX, in December 1951, The latter cautioned the

correspondents writing from the factories that they must not conduct a "first

selection” in the information they collect; on the contrary, they must iwfewm

report in detail because the Party organ alone can judge the worth of the

information submitted. The brochure cautioned that

"an event which might appear important in a given cirele, a factory
or a street, might have less importance for the journal, But un-
fortunately the danger is not yet that too much is sent to the
(party) newspaper—-and in these cases, when there is doubt, it is
better always not to refrain from sending it in but, to make
/9ssurance double sure, to send it in to the paper.....

s

M"The danger is 1n the reverse: there are some facts which, in one
factory may seem to be secondery 1f one sees them from the narrow
perspective provided from within the factory, but which, when
seen in the light of the qgenergl struggleY of the Party, assume
great value for the paper." ’

The "Yactive and devout" correspondent must not limit his activity to informa-

tion in plein sight or within his immediate enviromment; he must, according

to Andre Stil, make an effort to investigate facts sometimes less apparent,

but which "have no less significance and weight.,"
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P As in the Soviet Union in the immediate post-wevolutionary period, so in

2 East Germany at present, worker or peoplésf correspondents have been organized

; and assigned to (a) assure the Bolshevization of the country, to promote and

- support its reform programs, and (b) to eliminate the enemies of the Communist
&kJQ 2 regime.
' <ﬁf % Tt was reportedly at the instigation of Waller—  Ulbricht, Vice President
© of thé German Democratic Republic and Secreatary General of the Socialist Unity

W ” .
Party (55D), that the peoplds? correspondents were organ .zed in Germany at the
? peop & Yy

. heginning of 1948. Max Schneider, member of the SED Central Committee, was

M

reportedly assigned to organize the networks of correspondents. -

Upon the formation of the system, the specific tasks of the correspondents

.o were:ty? reporting g? the reaction of the massesiggen the Five-Year Plan)w&s

(2
,paaa;nt5=ef%eo%-ano S public opinion so that it conformed to the Party

g llne. A number of conferences of the correspondents of various Communist pub-

' 1lications were held in late 1949 and early 1950 to define their functions and
! [
K

goals., Some of the information reported by the correspondents was used in Party

- publications to support the Party's agitation-propaganda. An ultimate goal
(in establishing the people@ﬁ)correspondents) was to set up an organization,
which, as in the post-revolutionary period in the Soviet-ﬂnioq,would develop

the capablllty of moplding the population into a mass Communist Party.

wm‘i;?w»

The peoml@ * correspondents are not only active in East Germany but}wv

parently under the ultimate direction of the Central Committee of the SED)

«/la/ﬂLes—eﬁrrespcn&aﬂts Populaires™ en"ﬁllémaghe,,OFPA-357h, 5 Januaty Y955

2)%-)4@_ ‘fz,wwtb W &4'0”7/&*""7_ ﬁ%«"t’w
A ;/
‘Uv224
Sanmzed"%%d% 78 00915R000300240004 8
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”}jalthouch directly appended to press agencies or a radio station of the East

O M Krmers

7one yor to a KPD publication$, they

Have been obliged to support all forms of '"national resistance! as defined by
Wilhelm Pieck, President of the German Democratic Republic, Reported state-
ments of several SED officials show that the people@¢)correspondents were also to

serve as an additional system of control over the population for the East German

zovernment: Bernhard Koenen, SED prov1n01al chairman for Saxony-Anhalt in-early
] %anba)

+5980- is gukx quoted as having Suptkav among other duties) the Peoplgs
Correspondents must help defend (the regime) against "agents and saboteurs";

Heinz Ferdinand Padberg, described as a Party writer and contiibutor to the

(%
Cominform journaf%{butlining missions of the peoplebﬁ}correspondents’nnﬂlil!r

that they must "unmask unscrupulous elements...disclose and report sabotagze

plans;" Padberg called the peoplé%t correspondents "the eyes and ears of the mEmrkex

enterprises;'a.term commonly used by other R SED leaders in referring to the
peoplé%'fxuwespondents. Robert Korb, a member of the press section of the

SED Central Secretariat in 1950, stated (at a press confercnce on 9 and 10

February 1950) that the people’s® correspondents represent public opinion and

have to '"make the masses understand and exechte the ecoromic olans." 7Z“‘b/
s . ggg‘

my ome et ka4 M"‘“‘ UC:. }

, r};{- ’ au&éLcaoéﬁf

gt o

&%zsx,@ April 195%, Iv«ublth*”WatloﬁalgresaWdly . el
Qmwlved resistence againsk. occunatzon staL.uth, m&b@a&;tlgp«g;'

oA O RO
*&Mgmsx, 17 May- W
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khﬂé In East Germany}the peoplég‘ correspondents are attached directly toza Party
organ, each organ having its own network of informants, Two or three editors of
each publication are responsible for the utilization of material submitted by
“the peoplé%‘ correspondents, Some of the information is directed to the Press
- pl13 Service which oontains a unit called "Information Contro;ﬂ(ggzﬁk is pxm reportedl&
Union | responsible for routing the material to the appropriate Party and Govermment
stidy |organs, Some of it probably‘&§§£?§;>interest to the Ministry of State Security

\ | Yo
and to the Soviet occupation authorities,

2, Recruitment

The most effective way for the recruitment of people’s® correspondents is

!the selection made by editorial staffs of the Communist press among »e@ri® readers
{

who have sent in letters to the newspapers. Lectures and discussions organized

fln the factories and in the country#ide zxm also{ facilitate recruitment.

3, ualifdcations of a Correspondent

possess
Qualifications which a worker correspondent should/kmxm have been defined

C“‘I‘kal s’r
in an "internal publication" of the]Partygsxﬂggﬁ?lvas been translated into several

languages and #M&e® is entitled, "Guide for a Worker Correspondent" (Mzuide du

Xorrespondant d'entreprise™), Certair pasasgsasae&d&aasﬂdﬁhﬂn;ﬁgiis provisions
iy

are
ey

N  The correspondent must be an honorable person, of irreproachable
reputation, favorably known in his sector. The credit and the

: respect from which the newspaper will benefit will depend in large

. part on the meximmsm® genuineness of the information furnished by

);% the local representative.

The correspondent should not submit infomation until he has checked
its veracity himself to avoid having the newspgperim lose its prestize.
The best way to check information is to submit it to workers of the
factory concerned.

™ The correspondent must have had thovough political instruction
in ordcr that his 1nformdt10n ﬁE w11l pertain to the significant
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;
(o way Lot
Cnce recruited, the correspondent is “iewsiisdtimssseecwy maripulszted.by.the

editorial staff of the newspaper to which he is attached. iZach month the

work received is exanﬁned,\-s-tuda‘-ed—g’ the staff which submits its contlusions

to the Party. Directives are given to the correspondents during pra‘f’tical work

sessions, and during different conferences,according to whether the correspondents

works in a factory or in the country. Often editordal staffs organize train-

A
(ing schools lasting i‘roml& to lqhdays. The aim of these training schools

!is not only to give to the correspondents elementary practice in jourmalism,
i \
3 but especially to glve them instructicn ﬂm&&i—m&political points

i
1

of view,in order that they may fulfill efficiently the mission that 3 géxpected

of them. In principle, the correspondent is not reimbursedishe may receive

; e
Mon. |(in certain cases)a bonus or reimbursementﬁhis expenses, He must nérresell

his articdes,or work for several papers at the same tine,

# e L -

. Prgag
(R '

B0 T0En | 10 ey IO TETe
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Hy West Germany s

$As previocusly stated, the people’s’ correspondents system organized by
the SED/Z?ciended into West Germany where many of the correspondents are
connected with the press agency, ihe Allgemeine Deutsche Nachrichtenagentur,
(ADN), or with the Berliner Rundfunk( radio station) The chief correspondent
of the ADN in Bonn appeared to be responsible for collating information from
ADN EpECESEGE peoplé's‘ correspondents in West Germeny. The information-he

collected was sent by certein X trusted couriers and by a variety of clandes—

tine channels into East Germany. Reportedly, Soviet functionaries have attended

meetings which the ADN chief coir;igspondentx in Bonn had in the Ea%t Zone with
ADN neadquarters functionaries.

The network of people?s’ correspondents of the Berliner Rundfunk in West
Germany on the whole corresponded to the organization of the KPD) with a central

! office in Duesseldorf, regional offices (in principle,one for each "Land“)) and

with about 3Q lunteer correspondents for each n1andt, Information collected

by the latter ist has been trensmitted either by regular mail, by telepnone or,in

certain cases, by more secure methods-~trusted }{al]road employees or special ERNE

couriers., The correspondents have regularly been called to Berlin where they

repor'b in detail about #bg conditions in their localities, perfect their political

U e U

education,and receive directives.

-r
Along with their assignem'bn of collecting informa‘bion correspondents of

t

the Berliner Rundfunk reportedly have to recruit listeners for the East German

rad.io broadcasss, and to investigate the effect of these on the West German popu-
Much

ila'bion. Mn‘sﬂg{‘ the reporting smem done by the corresponderﬁ networks of ADN

and Berliner Rundfunk is wmed stated to be used by the SED for its poli’c.ical

‘action .The information is sent to information services of the East German govern—.

s
‘ment 99&&@“&&&8% eialei:orz{qae?gg Scleﬁf'cefinlg [rgjpr%isstgg.gs and particularly to

{5R000300240004
%6’72@‘ "5 ety 1954, Unlon, "les Corrgsponiidtity” “Populgir¥s dm on ena gne)
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¥aca tha State Security Service.

Subjects on which correspondents _in West Germany have been reqguested to

report allegedly have included the following toplcss

—anything pertaining to the remilitarization of West Germany (is
. 3t directed against the Soviet Union)

—manufacture of war materiel in the factories “%.?

—-military requisitions, construction of airfields, barracks
—-Allied forces, armament, maﬁoeuﬂres, gasoline and munition depots, etc.
——information x about traffic in West German ports
--means of replenishing‘supplies (presumably by the Allied forces)
—industrial statistics
—scientific discoveries
—-machinery tools
~—all information about recrultment for ﬁhe Foreign Leglon.
Tn addition to these military and economic questions, more specific information
reportedly was requested in 1952 by the chief ADN correspondent in Bonn concern-—

ing information and intelligence services of the West German govermment, In-

1953)the West German Communist Parté}reportedly showed special interest in the
selection and development of peoplgs correspondents—-a gr;;g*rhich it considered
as an "inexhaustible reservoir of writers for its pressiiy i

Directives were lssued by the Central Cormittee to the Provincial Federations

'to choose correspondents of working class origin and to have them take a "qualifi-

%cation coursely In July 1953,the SED was allegedly planning a four-monthsL/GOurse

for peoplés* correspigndents. Candidates were chosen at the Federation level of

the KPQ,and a preliminary exsmination cmmdumtskt was given the candidates under "

the supervision of delegates of the Education Section of the Central Committee.

mgﬁgzmm”Me "ETA W%@fﬁ&?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂooomﬁ@ &")
3 L :‘A f <::3?5
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At the end of World War II, simultaneously with a series of Party reorganizations,
there was an attempt to "Bolshevize! the CPN 6rgan, De Waarheid, to pattern it
more closely after Pravda so that it would perform the same tasks for CPN which
Pravda carried out for the Bolshevik Party. An important aspect of De Waarheid's
‘reorganization was the establishment (or reorganization) of a worker correspondent’ﬁﬁﬁ

or MArcors® (from the Dutch arbeiders correspondenten), g-eystenms, There is fragment-

ary reporting about a Rukek CPN Arcors system which existed prior to 1940,
At any rate, shortly after World War II, all factories amxmkkmx were provided

with worker correspondents, Toward the end of 1947, there was an important meeting

T
of some*ﬂ@@;of the Arcors. Several Party editors apparently had immediate super-

vision over the Arcors, but the CPN leadership had ultimate authority over the entire

."Arcor# apparatus" from top to bottom;a-.Zne report states that the Arcorg network

is handled by the District and Section committeeé of CPN who appoint the Arcors in
—_p—y

the factories,

It is reported that the "Bolshevization® of De Waarheid progressed very slowly
and results from the Arcors were less than expected. Conferences were held through~
out Holland to stimulate interest and activity; many workers in the factories
"thought too little of the scheme to run certain risks." The result was that the
Arcor apparatus functioned only in those places "where paid forces were willing to
work at it.v

In late 1949, interest in the Arcor system again was shown. A conference of
CPN Central Committee members on 23-2, December 1949 took up the broblem of De
Waarheid's decreased circulation and its poor financial status. Among other

resolutions made, it was decided that a network of correspondents should be built

up in the factories and in the m towns.

25X1A2g

00915R00030024002§§§>3 |
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"The first corps of worker corres-

pondents" had, according to De Waarheld of 1 December 1949, met at Amsterdam under
Harry Verhey, described as the "spiritual father” of th 4reors system. One report
states that the Agcors are recnuitd from the readers of De Wasrheid andftheir
task 1s to submit reports on factories, trade unionism/ and club life, This report
refers vaguely to "another system of voluntary worker correspondents dating from
1940 which is charged with the same dutles." Whether m this means that there
are two separate networks of worker correspondents operated by CPN is not clear,
Aecrtony, To fiasome Sigm—t, ﬂ"t‘:"‘-‘!
MPN wished to extend the system of reporti % 8o that it would ineclude
"photographs and special reports to be handed onkh,’

Théb‘sone report noted that a guide ] ok for worker correspondents was being
completed/and tha'b\"Arcori}' bulletins would be circulated as s means of contact

L

between the editors and the correspondents of De Maarheld, Since the guidebook

for worker correspondents was simultaneously appearing in several conntries} it is

obvious that it was the result of a central (M Cominform) directive.

Another report states that the worker correspondent‘ system was again given
much publicity in Holland,in January 1950, at the time De Waarheid was starting its
own rotaty printing press. Tt #ms also been reported that in 1951, 388 cormuni -~

ques from the Arcors were published in different editions of De Wearheid. 25X1C8b
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ﬁn. According to CPN publications) the one essential qualification of a Dutch
worker corresponden£ 1s that he must be "Gomrrmnist—mindedhq He is appointed upon
the :fecommendation of the leaders of the Party distriet in which he lives. Idke
French worker correspondents attached to Humanitd » the Jdmbigg Dutch worker corres-
pondent is issued & mmber by editors of De Waarheid, and he uses this (in place of
a signature) when sutmitting reports. The latter are allegedly checked by the
district connnittee/“as reporting must follow the general political line of the
district in éuestion:' De Waarheid "agents" in various Dutch cities and towns
supervise the worker correspondents. These "agents" are responsible for havin
an mimx adequate number of worker correspondents fozgmews coverage .m
In addition to the“Guide for Correspondenté&biehmmn

g “tenguages-by-Burepean—Cemmunist Partien); —iw-tinlleed there was to be & special
: : bulletin for the QArcors, m:l.rst issue of which ppeared in early 1950,
It was then printed in 26Q copies and was to appear’fjbi—monthly. Personal contact
between editors and the worker correspondents was to be maintained by periodic
regional meetings, The'( Hf‘ each worker correspondent was to receive special
attention and commentary,:

in early 1950
Additional evidence that CPN was especially concerned/yith the salbieet of-- A?
\]

worker correspondents is e fact that the January 1950 issue of
l(a CPKM%_W&' .
Politiee and Gultvre{contained ad drticle perteining to that subject. A statement
64‘)1‘ _’ _: a".‘/ Wfa‘lﬂmw&}
:%\ e e . ’,,;,',, :ﬁ _,T;-ﬁ.‘

"Economic conflicts do not start with the news of a strike, they
always have a history leading up to them, Of this history, the
editors of De Waarheid should be informed long before the con-
flict breaks out, so that they may support the workers in their
action,..Timely information is also most valuable for the asctions
of the EVC and tihe factory sections in other factories,"

The Ajpors, stated Politics and Culture, are the first link in the chain of coordinated

action (to be taken by the Party and the trade unions).

25X1A2
CIA-RDP78-00%15ROOQ300240004-8@
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lthough some of the national Communist Parties have organized or reorganized
networks of correspondents, the greatest current effort toward their development :

and use appears & to be exercised by the Communists world trade-union fronts,

(WFTU)
the World Federation of Trade Uniong/, its trade union internationals (TUI's) J and
wrTU |
&es national affiliates, )
(”(«N‘/g‘ |, WFTU Instructions about Formation of Worker Correspondence Nets. One of
— e

%L l the Resolutions of the WFTU Third World Trade Union Congress, October 1953,
|
|

reads in part:

| !
|8 A-cor idEVE/ﬂ[’V‘_EJ' !

isictent ~corresporidence MISt e g with the corrésgorndents L

and the distributors, so as to help them and to enadle them to exchange
-——their expsriences.

T T 5d e Uh,;ous'——”
orld FU“*Y‘;{\‘Q‘" ’} b
€4 One of the main kzk® tasks of all the 't.rra e é_ion orgacizations _and the
correspondents is to send repular info'™% the

T and its review, on the
position of the workers, on the main events in trade union life, on the

- lorms oI the strufgles of the workers for their vital interssts and of the

problems of unity, so that these experiences may become the property of x

the-workers -of-all -countries,;—and workers' -internati onal-solidarity be —
continually strengthened.

£

to set 1 _netwg S Corresponden

T Pt — it ’
,» lntellectuals,

women and young people) 1or the Teview "World
Trade Union Movemént" to persuade all active trode unionists end workers
to-contribute effectively by -supplying-news;—studies, surveys, srticles -
of an educational nature, etc., for the constont improvement of the re-
view, and to make of it an increasingslvy useful weapon for {the active

i workers, for als]9 the workers, at whatever level they may be in the trade
i union movement)? h. Mk TG

N\

AN

™3 B
~31, nifesto, Resolutions and Messages adopted by the Third World Trade Union

Congress, Vienna, October 10-21, 1953. Supplement to "World Trade Union
Movement; Nos. 21-22, 1953, I(’g-ge 1. '
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In spite of the call for worker correspondents by the WFIU, a survey A}
of the WFTU bulletin of recent years shows that nearly all its armticles ﬁ:’e“. ‘,v""

‘ x
?\ been written by prominent Communist or trade union leaders, Therefore, 5@

)i'F letters are being submitted to the WFTU publication, World Trade Union Movement)

by factory workers who are not prominent trade unionists, other use 1s being

made of such correspondence, T§ date it appears that letters from rank and file
workers 5, o from trade union pewmplwxs functlonaries OX(":;;’/&? local prominencs,

“>, 17 are published only when such persons are members of delegations visiting an Iron
Curtain country; on these occasions, letters of thelr lmpressions (113}_75r1ab1y agwer.?—v
highly favorable) of living and working conditions in the ?eoples' Dermocracies

appear in World Trade Union Movement,

That the development of the worker 9orrespondent’[ system continues to be
l‘ oy

of interest to the WFTU is shown inVthe April 1955 issue of World Trade Union

Movement )inaa-na-tio&o about prees and prompaganda month | entitled, "For & New
Skmww Step Forwerd in 195§L., In a discussion of "what needs to be done in 1955)
“o—é!i& following recommendations ada-fm-'

' "e-holding conferences of readers and correspondents @o as to

benefit from their experiences, their needs, and their

- criticisms,"
S‘f‘;\@c "--exchenging experiences on building circulation, collective

) ey” work in editing, improvement of content, establishinE net-

~works of correspondents from among workers on the job, etc."

e

S

’1\47 Some of the commurnications published under collmns headed, "iorkers Fight
for Their Rizhts" or "Struggles and Victories of the Workers!' appearing in
Yiorld Trade Union Kews (a WFTU bi~monthly ‘publication) cou é{;conceivably
have been written by rank-and-file trade union members .“"ﬁnc’e all these
coxmnunications% seem to pertain to whole groups of workers within
a given industry,and never to the daily experiences (strugzles) of an
individual worker, it is more likely that the columns are a compilation
of reports submitted by trade union officials of WFTU affiliates.

/ { L
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2, Development of Correspondent Networks for the TUI's, Among the foremost

e = —WPTY R A .
| purposes of a/Trade Union International are: the detalled study of the complex

h&m& situatlon; the coordination of the workers!' struggle to attain their immediate
<§\ objectives~—~impvoved living standards, social security measures, etc.; the organi-
zation of effective solidarity for workers on strike. Much of the information x

needed for detailed study carried out by headquarters officers of the TUI's is
AR L o gk
mbxiouxky based on information submitted by national a¥Eskemsk trade union =

officers. Additionally however, W

TMEEN the TUI's encourage submission of,and appear to rely on,information

submitted by individual rank and file workers who do not have access to statistical

data usually available to trade union officials, but who are in a position to
report about conditions in a specific factory, railroadg,terminal, village,,gx As

described in the World Trade Union Movement article of April 1955 just cited,

these "workers on the job" are the ones who also m.st be encouraged to submit

information, el e TP R S T

Another purpose of a TUI is to provide assistance for the unions of Asia,
gAfrica, and Latin America in the formation of national unions where local unions
%have axisted. Closer %ggzgst and hetter liaison with these countries is advocated;
(Bne m:;ns of achieving this objective is the establishment of worker correspondents,
For example, at the Second International Conference of the TUI of Metal and Engineer-
;ing Workers in Vienna, 3-7 July 1954, P. Yefanov, the Soviet delegate,voiced
? criticism of that TUI's activities and made suggestions for the improvement of its
vwork. He Censured the TUI for failing to develop adequate contacts and to publicize

its activities in England, Scand1nav1a, the United States, Latin America, India,

Indonesia, Japan, and the colonial and semi-colonial areas, He called for reactiva-
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tion of liaison committees which had formerly existed in some of these areas and k=

the development of a net of X correspondents.

3. Advocation of ” Correspondents for WFTU Reglonal or Liaison Bureaus. WFTU
Lol — e e

regional bureaus must also develop correspondent networks in order im properly

to execute their function of assisting trade union organization in a given group

of countries. At a meeting of WFTU leaders in Vienna, Austria, on 29-30 November
1954, the Confederacion de Traba jadores de America Latina (CTAL) was criticized

for its lack of progress in spreading WFTU propaganda in Latin America. One of the -
measures which WFTU leaders édvised the CTAL to adopt in order to overcome its
' shortcomings was the establishment of a network of reporters in every Latin American
country for all WFTU and CTAL publications who are "eapable of reporting all local

| g

news of interest to headquarters.!

4, Worker Correspondents as Sources 8f Information for National Trade Unlon

4:~urww_ﬁ_\
Publications. National affiliates of the WFTU also show interest in the develop-

ment and use of worker correspondents. An article entitled, "Problems of Propa~
ganda and the Trade Union Presshg\written by Fernando Santi, Secretary of the Con-

federazione Generale Italiana del Lavoro, (CGIL), Italian General Confederation

. of Labor, which was published in the y) 16~31} 1953 issue of World Trade Union

?Mbvement, discuases the weekly Lavoro (Labor), the fortnightly Notizario della

GGIL)and the numerous papers issued in Italy by factories and local trade unions.
| = _

- Santi writes:

"All these publications are regularly supplied by an evergrowing
i number of worker and peasant correspondents, who, through this
! proletarian journalism, are developing their understanding and
creative spirlt."
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5, Worker Correspondents to Furnlsh News for Factory Pa ers_ﬂ/ﬁAlso on the level
h Q-‘ (Wﬁ_..ﬂ‘ e - D e s S e _“___/" w

¢f the factory newspapers, worker correspondents are to be utlllzed. In the spring of
i955, the Kommunistische Partei Oesterreichs (Communist Party of Aﬁstria, KPOe) held
:onferences,‘training sessions, etc., regarding the founding of factory newspapers
which would be under the supervision of the Fraktion der gewerkschaftlichen Einheit
(Fraction for Trade Union Unity), a trade union fraction sponsored by the KPOe.
Bpeakers from this fraction from Vienna stressed the importance of publishing news-—

papers in the wvarious shops which would truly represent the interests of the workers

and clerical employees. These KPOe functionaries urged that workers should be encouraged

%o submit to the editors of each plant newspaper, "bits of information and articles
- 2¥
of interest.,"

i:%aEvidence of a much earlier datg'that the Wworker correspondents werebto
contribute to factory newspapers is seen in paragraph 9 of the "Resolution
of the Conference of the Worker Correspondents of the Berlin 'Rote Fahne'"

which is reproduced in aza Appendix 3 ,__%\M m Y4, 5, o.'l
25x1Azg ;,,;}

'
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